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PREAMBLE

Ad ded P ream b Ie by C h ris To kas , S E y F_S EAOC B C BO _Dlsaslers, \_/vhsther human caused or a natural disaster, often resu_l!s in injuries,

infections, illnesses, hazardous materials exposure, or other conditions that require
immediate emergency treatment at a hospital. Therefore, it is important that hospitals
= have a plan for dealing with emergency conditions when and where they occur. Patient
De p uty D I recto r, Os H P D load caused by emergency conditions may exceed the hospitals capacity or may require
special decontamination and/or isolation requirements for which the hospital is not
usually equipped.

The Department of Health Care Access and i (HCAI) Office of

Hospital Planning and Development (OSHPD) is the building departmenl for hospllals
In addition to its typical building plan review and

duties, OSHPD responds to emergency situations and conditions at hospitals that
involve construction, alternate use of spaces and equipment, etc. OSHPD has created
a Policy Intent Notice (PIN) number 72 to assist hospitals seeking authorization for
emergency work. The emergency work often requires temporary construction and/or
installation of temporary equipment to provide immediate solutions. Emergency work
should not be confused with maintenance or the lack of planning in dealing with
defective or obsolete equipment, etc.

The hospital may take the necessary emergency actions to abate and make safe the
emergency condition that poses an imminent danger fo life, injury, or property damage.
However, the California Department of Public Health, Licensing and Certification,
(CDPH) and OSHPD should be notified immediately after the required emergency
actions are taken.

This Guide is intended to assist the hospital in planning and preparing for disasters as
well as offering solutions for resiliency and readiness for emergencies. It is not possible
to cover every kind of disaster that may occur, however, there are common steps that
may be taken to deal with specific kinds of disasters, such as decontamination facilities,
providing for patient surges caused by mass casualties or epidemics, need for
additional patient isolation capacity, keeping the facility safe from the impacts of
wildfires, and others.

| want to thank the many people that have been involved with and who have assisted in
putting together this Guide. OSHPD is fortunate to have hospital industry experts willing
to donate their time and effort to create this Guide for Emergency Planning, Preparation,
and Solutions. Use of this Guide is discretionary: however, | think that you will find its
use to be valuable in preparing for a disaster before or during its occurrence.

Chris Tokas, SE, E.SEAQC, CBO
Deputy Director, OSHPD
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New Section in Progress: Planning, Preparing, and Implementing
Solutions for a Seismic Event
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What is Still Changing?

New Section in Progress: OSHPD’s Response for Disasters
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