
HCAI Preapproved Prefabricated 
Components and Systems (PCS)

January 18, 2022



Prefabrication has 
Reinvented Itself w/ the 
Growth of BIM

• BIM enables the increased use of 
prefabrication, making it more feasible 
to implement on construction projects

• Use of premanufactured systems may 
reduce construction time



What is PCS?

• A multi-discipline preapproval for 
prefabricated components and systems 
for healthcare construction projects.

• PCS is a voluntary program 

• The PCS is not a product approval 
program, rather it is a holistic approach 
that incorporates multi-discipline 
performance-based review and approval. 



Why PCS?

• Established to streamline hospital construction 
for facility owners, consultants, contractors, and 
manufacturers of structural or nonstructural 
assemblies by providing a program for review 
and preapproval.

• Eliminates the need for manufacturers to find a 
healthcare construction project to get their 
systems reviewed

• Saves time from repetitive plan review 

• Reduces uncertainty of getting approval 

• Provides opportunity to bring innovative ideas 
without the need to wait for future code cycles



How is PCS 
implemented?

• Applicability of PCS details for specific 
project conditions shown on the 
construction documents is evaluated 
during the plan review process.



Inspections

• PCS document does not waive 
required on-site or off-site inspections. 

• To save time during project specific 
reviews, including testing and 
inspection program items related to 
the prefabricated system in the PCS 
document is strongly encouraged. 



Examples



Modular Construction - Example
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 Develop Facility or Building Specific Pre-Approved Details

 Anticipated Details are Allowed

 T&M Review

 Code Cycle Impacts

 Application



PCS 
Structural 
Systems



Example: Simpson Yield Link (in review..)



How to Apply

• Go to https://hcai.ca.gov/construction-
finance/preapproval-programs/

• Download the Application for 
Preapproved Prefabricated Components and 
Systems (HCAI-FD-110)

• Email your completed application and 
supporting documents to PPCS@hcai.ca.gov.
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