
Agenda Item VIII: Benefit Design 
Data
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Presenters: Jill Yegian, HPD Consultant, HCAI (or designee)



For Today
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• Overview of benefit design data
• Previous feedback from the Advisory Committee
• What benefit design data is available in HPD? 
• Use cases
• Discussion questions



Benefit Design
Data Elements 
(not complete list)
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Key data elements:
• Actuarial value
• Metal tier
• Copayment or coinsurance
• Deductible
• Out of pocket maximum



Prior Feedback from the Advisory Committee on 
Benefit Design Data
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• Helpful to incorporate some combination of benefit design and premium 
alongside out-of-pocket costs to support analysis and interpretation 

• Useful to have a summary of:
• data elements in HPD that are related to out-of-pocket cost (e.g. premium, 

metal tiers, actuarial value, high-deductible plan indicator)
• restrictions on those data elements, e.g., only applies to Qualified Health 

Plans offered in the marketplace
• information about data element completeness 



Benefit Design and Related Data Available in HPD
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APCD-CDL 
Number

Data Element Name Description Qualified 
Health Plans 
or All Plans?

Required 
for HPD?

CDLME053 HIOS Plan ID 16-character ID, unique plan identifier QHP For QHPs

CDLME054 Metal Tier Catastrophic, bronze, silver, gold, platinum QHP For QHPs

CDLME064 High Deductible Plan Y/N, as defined by the IRS at start of plan year All As available

CDLME065 Total Monthly Premium 
Amount

For fully-insured premiums, the monthly fee 
paid by a subscriber and/or employer

All As available

CDLME066 Actuarial Value Percentage from HHS Actuarial Value Calculator QHP As available

CDLME068 Cost-Sharing Reduction 
Indicator

8 values indicating CSR under ACA, e.g. 94% AV 
Silver Plan

QHP As available

CDLME070 Tiered Network Indicates varying levels of payments for in-
network providers; 5 values, 1-4 tiers + other

All As available

CDLMC137 In Plan Network Indicator Yes/No indicator for provider in network All Required

CDLPC064 In Plan Network Indicator Yes/No indicator for services in-network All Required



Completeness of Data Elements in HPD
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Data Element Name Completeness 
- Commercial

Completeness - 
Medicare 
Advantage

Details

Total Monthly Premim 73.9% 86.9% At the Subscriber level (individual, individual 
plus one, family); 0 if no premium charged.

Zero Only 29.3% 37.2%

Non-Zero Only 44.6% 49.7%

High-Deductible Indcator 89.9% 68.4% Y/N, as defined by the IRS at start of plan year

Tiered Network (in-etwork, 
multiple levels)

63.0% 82.5% 0 = Limited Network; 1 = Single Tier-Not 
tiered; 2 = Two Tier; 3 = Three Tier; 4 = Four 
Tier; 5 = Other.

In-Plan Network Indcator Required data elements

Medical claims/ecounters 99.5% 95.3% dicates the provider is w/in the network

Pharmacy claims/ncounters 100% 100% ndicates services provided were w/in network
Notes: All data elements in this table are available on Eligibility File, except In-Network Indicators



Completeness of QHP-Specific Data Elements
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Data Element Name Completeness Notes

HIOS Plan ID 97.6% Required for QHPs

Metal Tier 99.8% Required for QHPs

Actuarial Value 88.7% As available for QHPs

Cost-Sharing Reductin Indicator As available for QHPs

Include zero value 79.4% 0=non-CSR recipient or unknown CSR

Excludes zero valu 22.6% Only CSR values 1-8 (e.g., CRS 1 = Enrollees in 
94% Actuarial Value Silver Plan Variation)

QHPs only where HIOS_Plan_Indicator=1 or purchased thru exchange=1



Use Case Examples – Benefit Design Data
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BENEFIT DESIGN 
MODELING

BENCHMARKING 
BENEFIT DESIGN

EVALUATING 
EFFECTIVENESS OF 

VALUE-BASED 
INSURANCE DESIGN 

UNDERSTANDING 
FULL PICTURE OF 
AFFORDABILITY



Benefit Design Modeling: Covered CA Use Case (2019)
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Discussion Questions
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• What reaction/feedback do you have to the information shared 
on available data elements and completeness?  

• How important is the availability of benefit design and related 
data for HPD analysis, compared to competing priorities? 

• What guidance do you have for HCAI on enhancing benefit design 
data for use in the HPD?
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