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What is an IOR?

Inspector of Records (IORs) are independent hospital 
inspectors who are certified by OSHPD's Facilities 
Development Division (FDD).  Their job is to provide 
competent, adequate and continuous inspection of all 
phases of the hospital construction process to assure 
that the work is being done in accordance with OSHPD 
approved plans and applicable codes.
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What is the IOR’s responsibility?
•

•

7-144 Inspection

The general duties of the inspector shall be as follows:

The inspector shall have personal knowledge, obtained by 
competent, adequate and continuous inspection of all parts of 
the work of construction in all stages of its progress to ensure 
that the work is in accordance with the approved construction 
documents.
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What is the IOR’s responsibility?

Continuous inspection
• Continuous inspection means complete inspection of every part 

of the work. Work, such as concrete or masonry work which can 
be inspected only as it is placed or assembled, shall require the 
constant presence of the inspector. Other types of work which 
can be completely inspected after the work is installed may be 
carried on while the inspector is not present. In no case shall 
the inspector have or assume any duties which will prevent 
continuous inspection.
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What is the IOR’s responsibility?

• The inspector shall work under the direction of the architect or 
engineer in responsible charge. All inconsistencies or seeming 
errors in the approved construction documents shall be 
reported promptly to the architect or engineer in responsible 
charge for interpretation and instructions. In no case, however, 
shall the instructions of the architect or engineer in responsible 
charge be construed to cause work to be done which is not in 
conformity with the approved construction documents.
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What is the IOR’s responsibility?

• The inspector shall maintain a file of approved construction 
documents on the job at all times including all reports of tests 
and inspections required by the construction documents and 
shall immediately return any unapproved documents to the 
architect or engineer in responsible charge for proper action. 
The inspector shall also maintain on the job at all times, all 
codes and regulations referred to in the approved 
construction documents.
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What is the IOR’s responsibility?

•
•
•

•
•

The inspector shall notify the Office:
When the work is started or resumed on the project.
At least 48 hours in advance of the time when foundation 
trenches will be complete, ready for footing forms.
At least 48 hours in advance of the first placing of concrete.
When work has been suspended for a period of more than 
two weeks.
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What is the IOR’s responsibility?

• All field records of construction progress shall be retained on 
the job until the completion of the work and shall, upon 
request, be made available to the Office, the architect or 
engineer in responsible charge and the owner. Upon 
completion of the project, these original field records shall be 
submitted to the hospital governing board or authority.
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What is the IOR’s responsibility?

The inspector shall notify the contractor, in writing, of any 
deviations from the approved construction documents or new 
construction not in compliance with the California Building 
Standards Code, which have not been immediately corrected by 
the contractor. Copies of such notice shall be forwarded 
immediately to the architect or engineer in responsible charge, 
owner and to the Office.
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What are the IOR’s allowed to inspect?
The differences between A, B, and C certifications:

Class "A" Hospital Inspector may inspect all areas of construction, including: 
architectural, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire and life safety, and structural 
elements.

Class "B" Hospital Inspector may inspect only the following areas of 
construction: architectural, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire and life safety, and 
anchorage of nonstructural elements.

Class "C" Hospital Inspector may inspect one or more areas of construction 
specialty, including but not limited to the areas listed in Section 7-204(c)l, but may 
not inspect the complete scope of construction authorized for "A" or "B" inspectors.

https://up.codes/viewer/california/ca-administrative-code-2016/chapter/7/safety-standards-for-health-facilities#7-204
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What are the minimum qualifications?

• 7-204 Minimum qualification for examination

An applicant must meet the following criteria to be eligible 
to participate in the certification examination for a Class 
"A," "B," or "C" Hospital Inspector:
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class "A" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

•

High school graduation or the equivalent, 
AND

Six(6) years experience involving building projects of Type I or II construction 
as an architect's, engineer's, owner's, local building official's or general 
contractor's representative in technical inspection or inspection supervision

[Note: Experience in subsection (a) 1 may be substituted with college education with 
major work in architecture, engineering, building inspection and/or construction on a 
year-for-year basis for a maximum of two years.];

OR
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class "A" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

Possess a valid California registration/license as a mechanical, 
electrical, or civil engineer 

AND
two (2) years experience involving building projects of Type I or II 

construction as an architect's, engineer's, owner's, local building 
official's or general contractor's representative in technical 
inspection or inspection supervision; or

OR
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class "A" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

Two(2) years of working experience as a Class "B" 
Hospital Inspector; 

OR

Possess a valid California registration/license as a 
structural engineer or a valid California license as an 
architect.
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “B" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

•

High school graduation or the equivalent, 
AND

Four(4) years experience involving building projects of Type I or II 
construction as an architect's, engineer's, owner's, local building official's 
or general contractor's representative in technical inspection or inspection 
supervision

[Note: Experience in subsection (a) 1 may be substituted with college education with 
major work in architecture, engineering, building inspection and/or construction on a 
year-for-year basis for a maximum of two years.]; 

OR
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “B" Hospital Inspector Exam:

•

•

Possess a valid California registration/license as a civil engineer

AND
two (2) years experience involving building projects of Type I or II 
construction as an architect's, engineer's, owner's, local building official's or 
general contractor's representative in technical inspection of more than one 
major structural or nonstrucal system of buildings (structural, mechanical, 
electrical or plumbing); 

OR
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “B" Hospital Inspector Exam:

•

•

•
•
•
•

Possess a valid California registration/license as a structural, mechanical 
or electrical engineer or a valid California license as an architect; 

OR
Possess a valid certification in all of the following four categories

ICC certification as a California Commercial Building Inspector,
ICC certification as a California Commercial Electrical Inspector,
IAPMO certification as a California Plumbing Inspector,
IAPMO certification as a California Mechanical Inspector
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “C" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

•

High school graduation or the equivalent, 
AND

Four (4) years experience four years experience involving commercial or 
institutional building projects as the representative in testing, inspection or 
observation of construction for an architect, engineer, owner, local building official, 
local fire authority, testing lab, specialty contractor or general contractor and must 
possess valid certification issued by an organization specified in 4 below.

[Note: Experience in subsection (a) 1 may be substituted with college education with major 
work in architecture, engineering, building inspection and/or construction on a year-for-
year basis for a maximum of two years.]; 

OR



Inspection Services Unit

What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “C" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

•

Possess a valid California registration/license engineer;
AND

Two (2) years experience involving building projects as an architect’s, 
engineer’s, owner’s, local building official’s, local fire authority’s, 
specialty contractor's or general contractor’s representative in testing 
inspection or observation of construction

AND
must posess at least one valid certificate issued by an organization that 
is listed or described in (4)

OR
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “C" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

Possess a valid California registration/license as a civil, 
mechanical or electrical engineer or a valid California 
license as an architect;

AND
Must possess at least one valid certificate issued by an 
organization specified in (4)

OR
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “C" Hospital Inspector Exam

11 Specialties

•

•

•

Accessibility – Division of the State Architect Certification as a 
Certified Access Specialist (CASp)
Anchorage/Bracing of Nonstructural Components – Certification 
to be administered by the Office
Electrical – International Code Council (ICC) certification as a 
California Commercial Electrical Inspector (I2)
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “C" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

Fire Alarm – National Institute for the Certification of 
Engineering Technologies (NICET) certification in “Fire Alarm 
Systems, Level III” or International Code Council (ICC)  
certification as a Commercial Fire Alarm Inspector (I2)
Fire Resistive Construction – International Code Council (ICC) 
certification as a California Commercial Building Inspector (I1)
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What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “C" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

Framing and Drywall – International Code Council (ICC) 
certification as a California Commercial Building Inspector (I1)
Inspection and Testing of Water Based Systems – National  
Institute for the Certification of Engineering Technologies 
(NICET) certification in “Inspection and Testing of Water Based 
Systems, Level III



Inspection Services Unit

What are the minimum qualifications?
Class “C" Hospital Inspector Exam

•

•

•

•

Mechanical – International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical 
Officials (IAPMO) certification as a California Mechanical Inspector
Medical Gas Systems – National Inspection Testing Certification 
(NITC) Certification as Medical Gas Inspector 6020
Plumbing – International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical 
Officials (IAPMO) certification as a California Plumbing Inspector
Roofing – International Code Council (ICC) certification as a 
California Commercial Building Inspector (I1)
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How to apply for the IOR exam
•

•

•

•

•

Meet the Minimum Qualifications for the exam.

Use the application currently posted on our website.

Attach required supporting documents.

Send application to correct OSHPD address.

Include an Application Review Fee of $100.00 via cashier’s 
check/money order. (On-line payments N/A.)



Inspection Services Unit



Inspection Services Unit

Class A continued…
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Class B continued…
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Class C continued…
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DO: DON’T:
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DO:
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DON’T:
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Required Documentation

•

•
•

•

A completed application – make sure the application is signed, all 
job experience dates are accurate, project name and construction 
costs are included.
High School Diploma or Equivalent.
Certificates or transcripts indicating educational courses 
completed which relate to the minimum qualifying requirements.
Work verification letter written and signed by a recognized 
representative from a present and/or past employer regarding any 
job which meets the minimum qualifications – must include the 
applicant's name, dates of employment, duties performed, and 
employer’s phone number.
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Reasons an Application is Denied
•
•

•
•
•

Application improperly completed.
Missing documentation, e.g., high school diploma, work 
verification letter, certificates.
Submitted false information. (We verify work experience.)
Not enough years of experience.
Didn’t submit $100.00 “Application Fee” via cashier’s check 
or money order.
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IOR Re-Certification
•

•

•

7-211 Renewal of a hospital inspector certificate

A Hospital Inspector shall participate in a recertification seminar 
and written exam within the three-year certification period.  Prior 
to the expiration of the certification in order to renew and 
maintain valid certification.

Submit a recertification exam fee of $100 via cashier’s check or 
money order.
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IOR Re-Certification

• 7-202 Filing change of name, address or telephone number

An applicant for the certification examination or a Hospital 
Inspector possessing a valid certificate issued by the Office, 
shall file name, mailing address or telephone number changes 
with the Office in Sacramento within 10 working days of that 
change. The information filed shall include both the new and 
former name, mailing address or telephone number.
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Questions?

OSHPD.fddisu@oshpd.ca.gov
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